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OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

□ Responsive to communlcatlon(s) filed on , 

□ This action is HNAL 


□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomiai matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Sr parte Quayle, 1936 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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□ The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Art Unit: 1102 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
I. Claims 1-16, drawn to an electrode structure, classified in class 204, subclass 416. 
IL Claims 17-18, drawn to an electrode housing structure, classified in class 204, 
subclass 279. 

III. Claim 19, drawn to a liquid junction, classified in class 204, subclass 435. 
The inventions are distinct, each fi-om the other because: 

Inventions I, II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct fi-om each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as a housing for any 
electrolytic cell, not just the electrode structure of group I or the liquid junction of group III. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). Also, the electrode structure of group I and the liquid junction of group IE 
do not require the particular housing of group II. 

Group I is distinct fi-om group III because the electrode structure of group I does not 
require the liquid junction of group III. Also, the liquid junction of group III can be used with any 
electrode, not just the electrode structure of group I. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classifications, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

The examiner can be reached at 703-308-3329. His supervisor Nam Nguyen can be 
reached at 703-308-3322. Any general inquiry should be directed to the receptionist at 703-308- 
0661. A fax number for TC 1700 is 703-872-9310. 

TaTung 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1753 


